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Teacher Information: 

• There are two levels included here - You will only need to print the pages that you want  
each student to use. 

• You may decide to include the relevant ‘Art is Smart’ pages in the ‘Student Activities 
Workbook, when you comb-bind that book for your students. 

• Use the pages 2 to 4 for beginners and younger students, because it is based on writing 
their musical ideas down using Graphic Notation (ie, ‘pictures’ of sound).  Graphic notation 
is a good way to lead in to composing, and the abstract concept of musical notation. 

• Use the pages 6 to 8 for students who will be capable of writing their melody with standard 
music notation, on a staff.   

• If any students would like a ‘fail safe’ tonality for composing, consider using a pentatonic 
scale (eg, C major pentatonic = C-D-E-G-A.  Using these same notes you can also create 
the A minor pentatonic = A-C-D-E-G)  Pentatonic scales omit the 4th and 7th degree, which 
gets rid of semitones, and with them any harsh dissonance, so that virtually any melody and 
harmony will sound fine.  In addition to this, most (normal) triads, from C major or A natural 
minor, will also sound good as an accompaniment! 

• Although this activity is focused on students writing a melody, or theme, they can add an 
accompaniment (or a left hand part for piano) if they would like to. 

• This activity is designed to inspire students imagination - Any way they wish to respond in 
the drawing and notation is fine, as long as you as the teacher are happy with it.  Feel free 
to set your own expectations for each student. 

• If students prefer to improvise their character’s ‘theme, and not write it down, that’s fine too - 
it’s up to you. 

 

Set Up & Printing: 

• This file is ready set up for double sided printing - just select the page range you need, 
and select ‘double sided’ in the printer properties.  You can also select ‘fit to page’, if you 
want to make sure it fills the page.  We recommend printing it in colour, as it is more 
engaging for students, but it can be printed in black and white if need be. 

• Print the only pages/sections you need for each student : 

 Beginner to Elementary Level students: print pages 2 to 6, (based on Graphic Notation - or 
‘pictures’ of sound - student instructions included).   

 Early Intermediate & beyond: print page 8  (based on standard musical notation, with 
manuscript paper - student instructions included).  For additional tips about composing a 
melody, see pages 11 & 12 in the ‘Literary Genius’ composing pages (although this has 
more depth than they will need here). 

 

You may like to display your students completed ’Art is Smart’ pages  

on your studio wall (if they are not comb-bound in the workbook) to  

inspire and motivate other students! 
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